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 once upon A time . . .

 there was a superhero . . .

 of military-grade pepper spray . . . armed only with a can . . .
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Prelude: in which we meet Lt. John Pike

Did I do 
thaaaat?!?!

 and within an hour he'd gone viral 
as an internet sensation!

One minute John 

Pike was a bush-

league campus 

cop of whom no 

one had ever 

heard . . . 

(though he did cost UC Davis $240K for a settlement resulting from homophobic comments made to and about a fellow officer) . . .

then he made a quick, 

fateful decision . . .

involving 

some pepper 

spray . . .



Keep 
your 

eyes on 
this 
can!

in the sleepy 

college town of 

Davis, California.

It happened on the 

afternoon of 

November 18, 2011 . . .

A meme was 

born!

HI 
there. I'm 

Lt. John Pike 
of the UC 

Davis Police 
Force.

And now I'm 
shooting pepper spray 

into the faces of a 
bunch of people.



A meme (pronounced meem) 
is any cultural artifact that 

catches the popular 
imagination to such an extent 

that it becomes self-
perpetuating.

Richard Dawkins

I'm 
an 

evolutionary 
biologist. I 

introduced the 
concept of the 
meme in my 1976 

book, The 
Selfish 
Gene.

A. D. Coleman

Interlude: What's a Meme, exactly? (A)

(more)



Within hours of the pepper-
spraying event, Pike's likeness, 

extracted from stills and 
videos made by onlookers and 

then collaged into other 
images (via Photoshop and 
other image-manipulation 

programs), began to appear 
and multiply rapidly on the 

internet. 

Interlude: What's a Meme, exactly? (B)

A. D. Coleman

To make 
a long story 

short, the image of 
Lt. John Pike casually 
spraying unresisting 
protesters struck 

a chord.

Within 
days, 

there were 
more than 
1000 such 

images 
online. Pike 
had become 
a meme. Now back to 

our story!



That 
smarts . . . and 

you'll be 
sorry!

and then suddenly . . .

he was 

everywhere!

That's how it happened. No one had ever noticed John Pike before . . .



 As the legend said . . .

I 
was only 

waiting for 
this moment 
to arrive.

 he'd always been there . . .



That 
smarts . . .

That smarts . . .

lurking just below the 
threshold of our awareness:

 A product of our collective unconscious . . .



The Archetypal Hard Cop.
Here's 

some for 
you, guy with no 
fixed place of 

residence.

Have 
a taste 
of this, 
you litle 
druggie.

A 
dash 

of fresh 
pepper 

spray with 
your 

entrée, 
yuppie 
scum

?



Interlude: meme typology (a)

A. D. Coleman(more)

Broadly 
speaking, any artifact or 
idea that spreads virally 

through a culture falls into 
the category of meme. Most 
memes reproduce simply by 

repetition or cloning of their 
original versions — as when 

someone embeds a still 
photograph from flickr or a 
video posted at Youtube in his 

or her own blog, or a 
corporation puts its logo or 

slogan on a product line 
that becomes popular.



A. D. Coleman

Interlude: meme typology (B)

However, 
some memes 

prove adaptable. 
They lend themselves 
to a variety of uses, 

not necessarily 
anticipated by those who 
introduce them into the 
culture. For example, 
think of the "dancing 

baby" animation 
of 1996. 

or consider the 
adventures of 
the squirrel 

pictured below.

(more)



then 
people started 
extracting the 

squirrel's image and 
inserting it into other 
images, where he was 

even more incongruous 
and unexpected. This 

squirrel's image 
became an 

extrapolatory 
meme.

Interlude: meme typology (c)

A. D. Coleman

This is 
my andy 

warhol 15 
minutes!

He popped into 
the frame of a self-
portrait made by a 

vacationing couple at Lake 
Minnewanka in Banff National 
Park, Canada, in 2009. They 
posted it at the national 

geographic website, and it 
began to circulate on the 

web, as a cloned 
meme. 

(more)



There's no 
Pepper-spray cop 

app (yet). But, Like that 
squirrel, Lt. John Pike has 

become an 
extrapolatory 

meme.

Interlude: meme typology (D)

A. D. Coleman

Now back to 
our story!

Eventually, 
someone 

created an online 
app — The 

squirrelizer —
enabling us to upload 
any image and insert 

the squirrel into 
it.



With eyes cleansed by his pepper spray . . .

That 
smarts . . .



That 
smarts . . .

we found him in our art . . .



That 
smarts . . .

from the old masters to the avant-garde . . .



in our classic photographs . . .

That 
smarts . . .



in our popular music . . .

That is so 
hot!



That is one 
ugly 

primate!

in our films and TV shows, those for adults . . .

That 
smarts . . .



and the ones for kids.

A whiff for 
you too, 
princess.

That 
smarts . . .



I hereby 
declare you a 

member of 
Fluxus.

How had we failed to notice him before?



INTERLUDE: Why did this meme succeed? (a)

A. D. Coleman (more)

New 
cultural 

artifacts — 
songs, 
images,  

slogans, etc. 
— get created 
and introduced 

into the 
distribution 

system every 
day. Most of 

them aspire to 
meme status. 
Yet many are 
called, but 

few are 
chosen. 

There's no formula. The 
process is unpredictable at 

best. Much depends on luck — 
good or bad luck, depending 
on whether you're the creator 
of the meme or the subject, 

willing or (like pike) unwilling.



INTERLUDE: Why did this meme succeed? (B)

A. D. Coleman(more)

Certainly in recent years 
we've had many, many 
images of police and 

military figures around the 
world using what appears as 
excessive force. But none of 
those individual perpetrators 

of violence has become 
memetic in a way 

comparable to john pike. 

That 
smarts . . .



Part of the 
answer lies in the fact 
that unmanipulated still 
images and videos of the 

pepper-spraying event went 
viral very quickly, providing a 
cluster of reference points 

for the satirical 
photocollages of pike 

in action. 

INTERLUDE: Why did this meme succeed? (c)

A. D. Coleman (more)



INTERLUDE: Why did this meme succeed? (D)

A. D. Coleman

The collages 
derive their power 
(and their sardonic 

humor) from the 
viewer's awareness 
that the beady-eyed 

police officer 
indiscriminately 
pepper-spraying 

Bambi, God, JFK, and 
Stephen hawking did 

in fact spray several 
dozen seated 

protesters that day 
in davis. 

There's also 
something at once 

malignant and comical in 
the spectacle of this 

overweight lawman in riot 
gear calmly dousing 

unprotected citizens with a 
dangerous and potentially 

lethal chemical at 
point-blank range.

Now back to 
our story!

It seems like 
just a short, logical step 
from witnessing that act to 

envisioning pike applying the same 
tactics to familiar cultural 

figures (memes themselves) who 
we think of as equally non-

threatening.



That tastes 
even worse 

than 
humiliating 
defeat at 
the polls!

Once we started to look, Pike was omnipresent.



Throughout history, from time immemorial . . .

That 
smarts . . .



Right up to the present moment . . .

That's 
smart . . .



That's it! 
I'm quitting 
tennis so I 
can sell 

art 
instead!

He's appeared in our sporting events . . .

WWJD?



in our political sphere . . .

Dang! 
That 

combination would 
make one mean 

WMD!

I may be 
dumb, but that 

smarts!



in diverse religious contexts . . .

Forewarned is 
eight-armed!

God, That 
smarts . . .



in our consumer goods . . .

Love that weird 
combination of 

chili and 
chocolate . . .



and even in our erotic lives.

That is so 
hot!



No doubt about it, he'd become a meme.

Now I'm a victim of the Meme 
Decade.



INTERLUDE: starTING OR SPREADING a meme (A)

A. D. Coleman (more)

1. Find or create a 
version of your core 

meme image.

initiating 
or adding 
to a meme 
can be a 
simple 

process.

Some 
kind soul 

posted this 
template of Pike 
online for the 
rest of us to 
use. If you 

can't find one, 
make your 

own.



INTERLUDE: starTING OR SPREADING a meme (B)

2. Assemble the 
collage 

components.

(more)



INTERLUDE: starTING OR SPREADING a meme (c)

3. put them together in 
Photoshop or another image-
manipulation program and . . .

Voila! Meme 
meets meme.

Now back to 

our story!



FinalE: whither Lt. John Pike?

As of early December 2011, John pike's post-
pepper spray future in the real world 

remains undecided.
His fate lies in the hands of various figures 

in the UC Davis administration and others, 
including those he doused with the spray.

We can only be sure that, in the virtual 
world . . .

Mark Yudof, UC 
President 

Linda Katehi, UC 
Davis Chancellor

Lt. John Pike

Annette Spicuzza, 
UC Davis Police 

Chief



FinalE: Now Lt. John Pike is online forever . . .

and we're there  with him.

That 
smarts . . .



years from now, they'll ask, periodically:

whatever became of John Pike?



and we'll answer: Let's search the web . . .

and find out.

That 
smarts . . .
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